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Abstract   
 
The “Bantuan Rakyat 1 Malaysia” program or BR1M was introduced by the Barisan National Government in 2012 to 
ease the citizen’s high cost of living and to narrow income inequality. This study found that there are no significant 
associations between the perception of Malaysian youths on whether  BR1M is a good policy for Malaysia with the 
ethical values such as  idealism, relativism, religiosity and machiavellianism. However, the perception of Malaysian 
youths on whether BR1M is a good policy for Malaysia is found to be significantly associated with material values. 
This paper provided some insights on the perceptions of young Malaysians on this issue. It is also in line with recent 
calls by leaders in the government, society and academia on the need to encourage Malaysian youths particularly 
graduates and undergraduates to actively channel their ideas on important issues to help develop our country.  
 




1. INTRODUCTION  
 
The “Bantuan Rakyat 1 Malaysia” program or BR1M was introduced by the Barisan National Government 
in 2012 to ease the citizen’s high cost of living. The 'Bantuan Rakyat 1 Malaysia' in Bahasa Malaysia or the '1 Malaysia 
People's Aid' is a type of cash transfer program which have been implemented by many countries to help the poor and 
address income inequality (Farrington & Slater, 2006; Hulme, Hanlon, & Barrientos, 2012). 
 
2.   LITERATURE REVIEW 
 
There are many types of cash transfer programs (Tesliuc, del Nionno, & Grosh, 2009). The “Bantuan Rakyat 
1 Malaysia” program is a type of unconditional cash transfer program. Globally, there has been a lot discussion on the 
merit and demerits of cash transfer programs and their effectiveness in closing the gap between the rich and poor 
(Farrington & Slater, 2006). Similarly, in Malaysia there has been a lot of debate on whether the newly elected 
government should continue with the “Bantuan Rakyat 1 Malaysia” program.  A recent Malaysian study found that  
individuals’ underlying beliefs, ideologies and education levels are important determinants of their attitudes toward 
income distribution (Koh, Lee, & Bomhoff, 2016). This study aims to examine whether there are significant 
associations between the perception of Malaysian youths on whether   BR1M is a good policy for Malaysia with 
ethical values such as  idealism (Forsyth, 1980; Lanckneus, 2016); relativism (Forsyth, 1980; Lanckneus, 2016); 
religiosity (Ahmed, Anang, Othman, & Sambasivan, 2013; Wilkes, Burnett, & Howell, 1986); material values 










3.   METHODOLOGY AND DATA 
 
The study employed the cluster sampling method using classrooms as clusters (Ary, Jacobs, and Razavieh, 2002). 
The research instrument was a self-administered survey questionnaire comprising closed ended and open ended 
questions. Valid responses were obtained from 141 business undergraduates enrolled in a management ethics course 
at a public university in Malaysia which specializes in management education. The profile of the respondents are 
presented in Table 1 below. 
 
Table 1: Respondents’ attributes (N = 141) 
 
 
Classification  Number Percentage 
Gender Female 109 77.3 
 Male 32 22.7 
    
Semester 2 53 37.6 
 3 29 20.6 
 4 55 39.0 
 5 2 1.4 
 6 2 1.4 
    
Program B.Acct. (Hons) 27 19.1 
 B.Fin (Hons) 26 18.4 
 BIBM (Hons) 19 13.5 
 BBA (Hons) 16 11.3 
 B.Banking (Hons) 12 8.5 
 BBA (Log.&Tpt.) (Hons) 11 7.8 
 BHRM (Hons) 9 6.4 
 B.POM (Hons.) 5 3.5 
 BMA (Hons) 5 3.5 
 BRMI (Hons) 5 3.5 
 BIFB (Hons) 3 2.1 
 B.Mktg. (Hons) 2 1.4 
 B.Ent. (Hons) 1 0.7 
    
Religion Islam 91 64.5 
 Buddhist 33 23.4 
 Hindu 16 11.3 
 Christian 1 0.7 
 
 
4.   EMPIRICAL RESULTS 
 
This study employed a combination of quantitative and qualitative approaches in order to achieve a better 
understanding of the perceptions of business undergraduates on the BR1M cash aid scheme. The quantitative data 









for Malaysia and were given three closed ended answer options i.e agree, disagree or neutral, i.e neither agree nor 
disagree. The findings on this research question are presented in Table 2 below  
  
Table 2: Respondents’ views on whether BR1M is a good policy for Malaysia 
 Frequency Percent 
Yes, I agree 82 58.2 
Neutral, I neither agree nor disagree 30 21.3 
No, I do not agree 29 20.6 
Total 141 100.0 
 
 
The chi-square test for goodness of fit was conducted to determine whether the differences in the frequencies 
in the above table is statistically significant. The output table of the chi-square test for goodness of fit is presented in 
table 3.   
 
Table 3: Test Statistics for chi-square test for goodness of fit 
Chi-Square 39.106a 
df 2 
Asymp. Sig. .000 
a. 0 cells (0.0%) have expected frequencies less than 5. The minimum expected cell frequency 
is 47.0. 
 
The chi-square value is significant (p<0.5). Therefore, it can be concluded that the differences in the 
frequencies in the above table are statistically significant here are significant and the results show that Malaysian 
millennials are largely supportive of the notion that BR1M is a good policy for Malaysia.  
 
As for other closed ended questions, respondents were also asked to rate themselves on items measuring five 
ethical attitudinal variables whose scales were adapted from the literature namely idealism (Forsyth, 1980; Lanckneus, 
2016); relativism (Forsyth, 1980; Lanckneus, 2016); religiosity (Ahmed et al., 2013; Wilkes et al., 1986); material 
values (Richins, 2004) and Machiavellianism (Christie & Geis, 1970).  
 
As the DV (dependent variable) in this study is a categorical variable, to run the chi-square test for relatedness 
or independence, the scores for the five ethical attitudinal variables were first converted to categorical variables. Based 
on their scores, respondents were categorized into three groups namely high, medium and low scores in respect of 
each of the five ethical attitudes variables. The chi-square test for relatedness or independence was then conducted.  
 
Out of the five ethical attitudinal variables, only the material values attitudinal variable is significantly 
associated with respondents’ answers on whether   BR1M is a good policy for Malaysia. Respondents whose material 
values score in the survey are between 0 to 2.8148 are grouped as low material values, respondents whose material 
values score in the survey are between 2.8148 and 3.6667 are classified as medium material values and  respondents 
whose material values score in the survey are more than 3.6667 are classified as high material values. The results of 
the chi-square test of relatedness between respondents’ material values scores and their answers on whether   BR1M 















Material values scores  
Total Low Medium High 
BR1M is a good policy for 
Malaysia? 
No, i do not agree Count 6 13 10 29 
Expected Count 9.7 10.5 8.8 29.0 
Yes, i agree Count 34 22 26 82 
Expected Count 27.3 29.7 25.0 82.0 
Neutral, i neither 
agree nor disagree 
Count 7 16 7 30 
Expected Count 10.0 10.9 9.1 30.0 
Total Count 47 51 43 141 
Expected Count 47.0 51.0 43.0 141.0 
 
Table 5: Results of the chi-square test for relatedness 
 Value df Asymptotic Significance (2-sided) 
Pearson Chi-Square 9.634a 4 .047 
Likelihood Ratio 9.719 4 .045 
Linear-by-Linear Association .107 1 .744 
N of Valid Cases 141   
a. 0 cells (0.0%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum expected count is 8.84. 
 
Table 5 shows that the Pearson Chi-Square statistics has a value of 9.634 with a significance of 0.047. The 
significant value is below the alpha level of 0.05 and therefore it can be concluded that there is a significant relationship 
between respondents’ material values and whether they agree or disagree that  BR1M is a good policy for Malaysia. 
From table 5 when comparing observed vis-a-vis expected frequencies, it can be concluded that  respondents with low 
material values are more likely to support  that  BR1M is a good policy for Malaysia. 
  
 
5.   CONCLUSION  
 
This study found that there are no significant associations between the perception of Malaysian youths on whether  
BR1M is a good policy for Malaysia with the ethical values such as  idealism (Forsyth, 1980; Lanckneus, 2016); 
relativism (Forsyth, 1980; Lanckneus, 2016); religiosity (Ahmed et al., 2013; Wilkes et al., 1986) and 
machiavellianism (Christie & Geis, 1970). However, the perception of Malaysian youths on whether  BR1M is a good 
policy for Malaysia is found to be significantly associated with material values (Richins, 2004). This paper provided 
some insights on the perceptions of young Malaysians on this issue. It is also in line with recent calls by leaders in the 
government, society and academia on the need to encourage Malaysian youths particularly graduates and 
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